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Summer 2011  
 

 
 

Weôre home from the Triennial Convention/ 

Gathering that was held in Spokane, WA. There 

were 8 delegates from New England for the 

Convention and 22 women that flew out for the 

Gathering.  It was truly an inspirational 

Gathering and interesting Convention. 
 

At the Convention we spent 2 ½ days 

worshiping, electing a new churchwide Board, 

and deliberating resolutions that had been 

presented before the delegates. 
 

The Gathering was busy with keynote speakers, 

workshops, worship, fellowship, book signings, 

and visiting Camp Dianoigo where we could 

visit booths, make quilts, experience zumba, 

make jewelry, and just have a good time. 
 

One of our keynote speakers was Leymah 

Gbowee from Liberia, Africa who led Interfaith 

women in a mission for peace.  We viewed her 

documentary ñPray the Devil Back to Hellò and 

each showing of the DVD was ñpackedò with 

women.  I purchased the DVD and will loan it 

to any unit who would like to show it as a 

program.  Just let me know and Iôll get it to 

you. 
 

I was one of the seven women from New 

England and we were among 365 men and 

women who did the 5K Run, Walk & Roll for 

ñRaising Up Healthy Women & Girlsò that was 

held in Riverfront Park.  It was a great early 

morning walk. 
 

Due to weather and mechanical problems, some 

women had trouble with their flights on the way 

there and some of us had trouble on our way 

home.  The three of us traveling together to 

Connecticut were suppose to arrive at Bradley 

Airport (Hartford) 5:30ish on Sunday night and 

we actually arrived at 1:00 a.m. Tuesday 

morning.  Of course we didnôt have our luggage 

as it was already checked and it actually arrived 

home before we did. 
 

The theme for the Gathering was ñRenew, 

Respond, Rejoice!ò and we responded by being 

patient and counted our blessings, of which were 

the following: 
 

* We didnôt have any children with us! 
 

* The airline gave us food vouchers! 
 

* We met a couple who told us about the hotel 

    they had been staying at in a town nearby 

    and we were able to get the LAST room for 

    the night. 
 

* The hotel gave us toothbrushes & 

   toothpaste! 
 

* We were together and not facing this alone! 
 

* Our cell phones held out (note to ourselves, 

   when packing carry-on luggage, be sure to 

   pack cell phone chargers!) 
 

* We were inside in the air conditioning and 

    not out in the heat! 
 

* We had a day of rest after a busy week! 
 

* We were able to catch up on our reading! 
 

*  We were getting our exercise by lots of 

    walking! 
 

HAVE YOU COUNTED YOUR 

BLESSINGS TODAY! 

Marci Sharp 
       

 

FEED THE WOME N ï The 3
rd

 Course 

 

Donôt forget to mark your calendars and send in 

your registration form for the upcoming New 

England Women of the ELCA Retreat, ñFeed the 

Woman ï The 3
rd

 courseò which will be held on 

Saturday, October 1
st
.   

 

This is a day for YOU -  bring your fellow 

Lutherans, your friends, and youth from your 

church so they can have a day for them too! 

 

There is information & a registration form in this 

newsletter and also on the Synod Website: 

 

http://www.newenglandsynod.org/partners 

 

  

http://www.newenglandsynod.org/partners
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

A LOOK AHEAD é.. 
 

Feed the Woman Retreat  

The Third Course 
Saturday, October 1, 2011 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Worcester, MA 

 

Region 7 Spiritual Retreat  
April 27 -29, 2012  
Purdy Center,  
Camp of th e Woods  
Specular, NY  
 

New England Women of the ELCA 

Biennial Convention 

October 26-27, 2012  

At Camp Calumet 

 

 
 

Addresses have been added for 

some for those who would like to 

send cards. 

  
 Deborah Campbell as she continues with 

health issues. 8 Nasturtium Terrace, Concord, 

NH  03303-3427. 

 Carolyn Ackerman - doing fairly well at her 

home in Montana, but she would love to hear 

from those who know her.  Her address is:  c/o 

Hansen Cottage, 2509 Mission Way, Billings, 

MT 59102. 

  Connie Kutz, unable to write anymore but 

she would love to get cards and calls of 

encouragement from women she's known from 

her many years of leadership and participation in 

Women of the ELCA.  Her address and phone 

number are:  PO Box 503, East Otis, MA 01029 

and phone number is 1-413-269-6265. 

 Martha Anne Hartman as she continues to 

improve with health problems. 180A Cedar 

Terrace, Natick, MA 01760  

  All service men and women stationed in war 

torn areas of our world. 
  Remembering the women of the SE 

Minnesota Synod, our partner synod. 

 

!! ATTENTION !!  

Nellieôs Notes is changing!  Due to costs, NN is 
being sent via the internet (online or e-mail).  
 

If you have a current subscription for a paper 
copy you will continue to receive that until it 
expires or you renew.   
 

You may still get a paper copy by subscribing, 
the cost is still $5. 
 

If you have problems receiving NN let me know. 
 

NN is also available on the New England 
Website under New England Women of the 
ELCA.   

 

 
 
    This is a warm, welcoming, and friendly group of 

women. On Saturday, April 30, 2011, I had the 

wonderful experience of attending the Spring 

Gathering in Wethersfield, part of the Greater 

Hartford, Central and Eastern Connecticut 

Conference at St. Paulôs Lutheran Church.  It was a 

great Gathering.   Although Wethersfield is only a 

short 1 hour drive, I had never been there.  It is a 

lovely town.  On arriving at the Gathering, I was 

warmly welcomed by Sue Sonstrom and Tracy 

Carlson, Co-Conveners for the past two years 
 

Their theme for this yearôs Gathering was ñCaring 

and Sharing in Godôs Community.ò  The worship 

service with Rev. R. Maureen Hawksley of St. Paulôs 

in Middletown gave us an insight into how important 

women are to the church and their congregation.  

Melissa Cheyney of St. Paulôs Wethersfield was the 

Minister of Music and led us in some familiar hymns, 

all dwelling on caring and sharing.    Rev. Hugh 

Haffenreffer of St. Paulôs was the presiding minister. 
 

We had two interesting workshops.  The first was 

Pocketful of Joy presented by Charlotte Hunter, 

from Tanzania, who enlightened us with an awesome 

presentation of the challenges and rewards as 

Pocketful of Joy ministers to 20,000 Tanzanian 

children in educating them, getting them medical 

services, including doctors, dentists, and eye doctors.  

Charlotte is a dynamic speaker and kept us all 

interested in the challenges, the joys and rewards in 

running a program such as Pocketful of Joy.  
 

Our second workshop was presented by Pastor Joel 

Neubaur who led us in an energetic workshop on 

ñDevotions in Motionò.  He gave us an explanation 

of the word ñLOVEò  which is:  L ï  Listen to God; 

O ï Observe your neighbors; V- Verify if there is a 

problem; E ï Evangelical Empathy ï women can 
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empathize with people who have less and then when 

we get the call - we answer.   
 

There were 54 women present representing 11 

different congregations.  One-half of the offering 

received went to the New England Women of the 

ELCA and the other half to Pocketful of Joy.  During 

the lunch hour, there was a presentation for the Food 

Pantry in Wethersfield and a running computer 

program led by Scott Haney of the food situation in 

the United States.  Both of these were interesting.  In- 

kind gifts were received for the benefit of Hawk 

Wing Indian Reservation and the Food Pantry in 

Wethersfield. 
 

The following 

women were 

installed as 

officers:   
 

Carla 

Stolzenthaler, 

Convener, for 

a one-year term (in the middle of the front row). 

~ Elfrieda (Freddie) Wilson & Anne Dietrich, Co-

Recorders, this is the last year of their 2
nd

 term. 

Freddie is on the right in the front row.  Ann is the 

first person in back row. 

~ Beverly Gerosa as Financial Recorder who is in her 

2
nd

 year of her first term.  (Unavailable for photo).  

 Tracy Carlson, past Co-convener on the left in the 

first row and Sue Sonstrom on the right in back row. 
 

Reported by Ursula Paradis 

 
From Synod Assembly  
Women of the ELCA Table manned by Marci Sharp, 
President with Cryus Warner at 
his first assembly and Ade Monareh, a member of 
Imanuel Indonesian Lutheran Church, Newington, 

N.H. 
 
OôB Rock enjoying 
some lunch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Triennial Report 

Welcome to Washington 

Triennial Attendees: OôB Rock, Ann Anderson, vEenessa 
Acham, Annie Boemig, Liz Burgess, Maude Chasse, Edith 
Sherman, Alice Carlson, Clare Gordon, George Gordon, 
Pat Kelly, Ade Monareh, Lyn Morin, Noreen Noll, Sarah 
Okerlund, Ursula Paradis, Joan Pouliot, Marci Sharp, 
Stephanie Sherry, Nancy Stone, Cynthia Stroschein, Peggy 
Yingst (Not all in picture) 

 

 
     With Bishop Hanson 
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Reflections 
From Lyn Morin:  This conference had 
everything:  great worship, awesome 
community, education, regeneration, motivation, 
scenic sight-seeing, rest and relaxation, good 
shopping, and plenty of exercise.  It was my first 
Triennial, and with hope, not my last! 

 

From OôB Rock:  ñClaim your spaceò and ñHe 

who calls you will equip youò.  These are the 

two quotes I came home with from the Triennial 

Gathering in Spokane. 

     The first quote is from Leymah Gbowee, our 

keynote speaker from Liberia.  Leymah was 

urging women all over the world to encourage 

peace by claiming the space where they are, in 

the office, in the neighborhood, or in the subway 

to be a place of peace.  She did in Liberia and 

organized a whole country of women to require 

peace where they were, and it worked!  Ms. 

Gbowee encouraged all the women at the 

conference to require peace where they are and 

reminded us that places of war are not the only 

places that donôt have peace.  ñClaim you 

space.ò 

     The second quote I wrote on a sticky note.  It 

was with many of my notes from the Gathering 

workshops, and Worships.  Thatôs all I wrote.  

ñHe who calls you will equip youò.  I canôt tell if 

its part of a Bible verse, or if it is a quote from 

one of our presenters or from a worship leader.  

Still the quote has stayed with me since Iôve 

come home.  To me it means God will always 

give you what you need to do what he calls you 

to do.  I have sometimes been afraid to listen for 

Godôs call for fear I could not do what he asks.  

Now I will be more open.   

     One of the workshops I attended was based 

on a Women of the ELCA resource called ñGifts 

for You, Opening your spiritual gifts.ò  This 

resource is a test for you to determine what your 

spiritual gifts are.  Everyone has them, but not 

everyone recognizes them.  Itôs a great resource 

and I think that any congregational unit leader 

would easily be able to present this to their unit.  

Iôd be glad to help anyone that needed it. 

     I think the 22 Lutherans from New England 

had a great time.  Start now to prepare for 

Charlotte N.C. in 2014.  Oh and if anyone knows 

who said ñHe who calls you will equip youò 

please let me know.  Blessings  
 

From Ursula Paradis: What an exciting 
experience it was to attend my first Triennial.  
There were so many wonderful speakers and 
great workshops that it is hard to choose which 
was my favorite. 
 

However, I truly did enjoy Bishopôs Hansonôs 
presentation.  Among all the good news he gave 
us about what the Lutheran church has 
accomplished this year and how important the 
Women of the ELCA are, he also gave us the 
following challenge: 
 

     Call or write to our congressmen and 
senators and tell them to vote morally.  
     Voting a Moral Document that sustains those 
who live in poverty. 
 

This is an easy thing to do.  Iôm going to do it 
right now. 
 

Ursula was one of the winners in Lutheran 

Immigration and Refugee Serviceôs win-to-

give raffle. The Welcome baskets went to a 

family from Burma who just arrived to 

Seattle, to decorate their new apartment. As 

they settle in, they will know that they are 

loved by the Women of the ELCA! 

 

From Sarah Okerlund 

     By the time OôB and I arrived at the 

Minnesota airport and were waiting for our final 

flight to Spokane, there were Lutheran ladies 

everywhere we looked!  We were the only two 

on our flight out of Providence, and maybe there 

were a few on our flight out of Washington, DC, 

but the group waiting at the gate in Minnesota 

was filled with Lutheran ladies!  How did we 

know?  They certainly werenôt carrying casserole 

dishes and jello salads (food is not allowed on 

airplanes anymore!) but they were still 

identifiable.  Sure, some were wearing t-shirts 

from their home churches, and others carried tote 

bags from previous Lutheran events, but I think 

it was the look of anticipation and excitement on 

their faces that made them easy to spot.  They 

looked like I was feelingðexcited to be headed 

out to a new city, glad for the opportunity to 

serve their synod, and thrilled to be a part of a 

gathering of over 2000 Lutheran ladies! 

     The first two and a half days were filled with 

business meetings.  We worked hard for all those 

hours!  It was a joy to watch Beth Wrenn 

officiate (many of you met her at our own 

convention in Connecticut last fall), exciting to 

be a part of the election of a new president and 


